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TEXTS: British Literature: 1780-1830 (eds. Mellor/Matlak; Harcourt); Hamilton, Translations of the Letters of a Hindoo Rajah (Broadview); Owenson/Morgan, The Wild Irish Girl (Oxford); Arnold, Culture and Anarchy (Yale); Collins, Moonstone (Penguin); Conrad, Nostromo (Penguin).
AIMS AND SCOPE

During the nineteenth century, Britain emerged as the world’s most expansive planetary empire with a sphere of influence affecting the lives of hundreds of millions of people and discrete communities. Although political historians are now seeking to understand the role of this vast empire in the development of a new global order beginning to take root in the nineteenth century, one of the main challenges for literary critics remains to determine the complex, and often vexed relations of global politics to the production of art, society, and culture at large. In this course we will seek to develop a greater understanding of nineteenth-century literature as a global phenomenon. This means not only attending to the relationship of literary works to Britain’s colonial enterprise—paying attention, for example, to the particular ways in which poetry, novels, drama, and other imaginative works helped shape, reinforce, and critique British imperial ideology—but also its role in more broadly shaping nineteenth-century global formations, including international law and thought, ideas about political boundaries and state sovereignty, economic liberalism, and the place of war and violence in maintaining peace throughout the globe. As a result, some of the topics to be discussed will include the relationship between nineteenth-century literature and the following: transatlantic and worldwide commercial systems, the slave trade, travel and exploration, foreign wars and political revolutions, and the collision of regional environments, especially with respect to religious and cultural conflicts. We will also attend to recent work on global feminisms, cosmopolitanisms, and “contact zone” experiences created by travel, migration, and Britain’s colonial enterprise. While key critical works will help us establish these geo-political frameworks, we will also read literature about Other places—including Ireland, India, the Middle-East, Africa, North America, Latin America, and Spain.
The course will proceed primarily through lecture, discussion, and webct responses, and students will be assessed on the basis of the following: class participation, two short writing assignments, a short presentation, and a final research paper. Lectures will be brief and will focus on setting up the historical context for the literature to be discussed and other relevant background material that may illuminate our discussions. Class discussion will build off of webct responses and proceed with an eye towards developing the course theme. The short writing assignments will consist of the following: a) a one- to two-page abstract of an argument of the student’s choosing and related to the course theme in which students will be graded on how well they set up the critical context for the argument to be advanced, chart an original critical intervention, and concisely articulate a clear and persuasive argument; b) a five- to eight-page paper developing the argument articulated in the abstract. Students will have the option of choosing any topic for their presentation so long as it relates to the course theme and will be evaluated in terms of how well the student has organized and integrated his or her material with the course aims and objectives. Finally, the final research paper will be ten to fifteen pages on any topic related to the course theme and will be judged on clarity of writing, substance of argument, and substantiality of research.
Grade Assessment:

Participation: 30%

Final Paper: 30 %

Short Writings: 20 %

Presentation: 20%

Attendance:

You may miss three classes without penalty.  After the third unexcused absence, your grade is dropped by one degree (i.e., B+ becomes a B).  Coming to class with all necessary materials is mandatory to be counted as present.

Participation:

Participation involves both an active involvement in class discussions and fulfillment of your short response responsibilities as described below.

Short Responses:

These responses consist primarily of answering discussion questions on WebCT prior to attending class. I ask that you complete and post your response no later than 7 a.m. the day of the class. Responses should be thoughtful and relevant to the course theme. Posts following the first response should engage with those arguments that come before it to avoid repeating ideas already posted.
Deadlines:

All deadlines are final unless cleared with me prior to the class meeting on which the assignment is due. If you have special circumstances that prevent you from getting your work in on time, feel free to contact me and we’ll make arrangements.

READINGS:

9/24
INTRODUCTION:  Global Formations Past and Present

9/29
THEORIZING THE GLOBAL 19TH CENTURY:

Held and McGrew: “The Great Globalization Debate”; 

Hanley and Kucich: “Global Formations and Recalcitrances”


THEORY in PRACTICE: Wordsworth—“The World is Too Much with Us”

10/1 
GLOBAL ROMANTICISM: TRAVELERS, EXILES, AND OTHER WANDERERS

Wordsworth: “I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud” (601); Lines Written a Few Miles 

   above Tintern Abbey (571)


Coleridge: Letter to Robert Southey (683); Lecture six from Bristol Lectures (689); 


   “The Aeolian Harp” (760); “Fears in Solitude” (694)

Smith: The Emigrants (231)


Keats: “On First Looking into Chapman’s Homer” (1257); “Ode to a Nightingale” (1296)

CRITICISM: Craciun, “Citizens of the World: Émigrés, Romantic Cosmopolitanism, and   

   Charlotte Smith
”

10/6 
STAGING THE WORLD


Inchbald: The Mogul Tale, or, The Descent of the Balloon. A farce (LION)


Cowley: A Day in Turkey, or The Russian Slaves (LION)

CRITICISM: Kucich, “Women's Cosmopolitanism and the Romantic Stage: Cowley's A 

   Day in Turkey, or the Russian Slaves”
10/8
IMAGINING THE “NEW WORLD”


Barbauld: Eighteen Hundred and Eleven (181)


Blake: America, A Prophecy (E)


Sheridan: Pizarro (E)


Robertson: Selections from History of America (E)



CRITICISM: Nicholas Birns: “‘Thy World, Columbus!”: Barbauld and Global Space, 


   1803, “1811,” 1812, 2003”

SHORT WRITING ASSIGNMENT DUE: one- to two-page abstract

10/13
TRANSATLANTIC ROMANTICISM AND THE SLAVE TRADE


Bellamy: The Benevolent Planters (64)


Edgeworth: “The Grateful Negro” (546)


Southey: “The Sailor, Who Had Served in the Slave Trade” (68)

 
More: Slavery, A Poem  (206)


Yearsley: A Poem on the Inhumanity of the Slave Trade (263)


CRITICISM:  Richardson, “Darkness Visible? Race and Representation in Bristol   


   Abolitionist Poetry, 1770-1810”
10/15
Coleridge: The Rime of the Ancyent Marinere (698) 


CRITICISM:  Fulford, “Slavery and Superstition in the Supernatural Poems”
10/20
Prince: from The History of Mary Prince, a West Indian Slave (868)


Equiano: from The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano (192)


CRITICISM:  Todorova, “‘I Will Say the Truth to the English People’: 
   The History of Mary Prince and the Meaning of English History”

SHORT WRITING ASSIGNMENT DUE: 5- to 8-page paper
10/22
CLASH OF CIVILIZATIONS (PART I): ISLAM


Baillie: Constantine Paleologus (E)


Map: "Eslam or the Countries which have professed the Faith of Mahomet" 


   (London, 1817) (E)


CRITICISM: Mohammed Sharafuddin, “Introduction.” Islam and Romantic Orientalism: 


   Literary Encounters with the Orient
10/27
 19TH CENTURY GEOGRAPHIES: INDIA


Hamilton: Translations of the Letters of a Hindoo Rajah
CRITICISM: Claire Grogan, "Crossing Genre, Gender and Race in Elizabeth Hamilton's   

   
Translation of The Letters of a Hindoo Rajah"
10/29 
Hamilton: Translations of the Letters of a Hindoo Rajah

11/3
19TH CENTURY GEOGRAPHIES: IRELAND


Morgan/Owenson: The Wild Irish Girl 
CRITICISM:  Ferris, “National Cultural Encounter: Lady Morgan and the Irish National 

   
Tale” (E)
11/5
Morgan/Owenson: The Wild Irish Girl 
11/10
19TH CENTURY GEOGRAPHIES: SPAIN


Byron: Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage Canto I


CRITICISM: Sánchez, “Byron, Spain, and the Romance of Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage” 
11/12
VICTORIAN VISIONS OF GLOBAL ORDER

Bell: “The Victorian Idea of a Global State”


Howe: “Free Trade and Global Order: The Rise and Fall of a Victorian Vision”


Sylvest: “The Foundations of Victorian International Law”
11/17
THE WORLD AND THE VICTORIAN NOVEL


Collins: The Moonstone

CRITICISM: Duncan, Ian. "The Moonstone, the Victorian Novel, and Imperialist Panic"
11/19
Collins: The Moonstone

11/24
Collins: The Moonstone

11/26 Thanksgiving Holiday: NO CLASSES.
12/1
Conrad: Nostromo
12/3
Conrad: Nostromo
12/7-12/11 
Finals (Presentations)
ABBREVIATIONS:
LION = Literature Online (available through UCLA Electronic Resources)

E       = Electronic Reserve
� All CRITICISM will be provided on electronic reserve. Although reading the criticism is not required for the course, it is strongly recommended. 





